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IN REPLY PLEASE 
REFER TO 


Admiral Stans fie Id Turner 
Director of Central Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 20505 


fif^xuAr 


Dear Stan : 

The Los Angeles Times of August 18, 1978 carried 
an article by Jack NeTLson which discussed the veto made 
by the President of the Defense authorization bill.. The 
article cites the inclusion of a "Top Secret satellite, 
spy project considered vital for monitoring Soviet mili- 
tary activities." The article cites as its source. a con- 
fidential White House memorandum obtained by the Times 
which was sent to Press Secretary Powell and was written 
by an official in the Office of Management and Budget. 

It appears from the article that this 0MB memorandum 
discusses highly classified and fragile intelligence 
matters . 

The Committee would appreciate a full and detailed 
report how this memorandum was obtained by the Los 
Angeles Times , as well as a damage assessment. 


Sincerely, 



Birch Bayh 
Chairman 


Enclosure 
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Carter Defense Veto a Bid 
to' Avert Cuts in Vital Items 

BY JACK NELSON ^ • 

' . r. V ' [,£’■■ Time* Washington Bureau Chief -v, v . 


■ WASHIN GTON — Presi dent Car- 
ter’s veto of the defense authorization 
bill was designed jto head off what he 
saw as damaging congressional cuts 
in basic national security programs, 
including a top-secret satellite spy 
•' project considered vital for monitor- 
ing Soviet military activities. 

- The veto decision, made Wednes- 
day and carried out Thursday, was 
described by one top adviser as a 
“watershed” in the Administration's ' 
relations with Congress. It was also 
< influenced by Carter’s belief that the 
time had come, to follow his own po- 
t litical instincts and ignore aides who 
> had urged him to avoid any such con- 
frontation. . 

,:>‘T listened to my advisers during 
the past year telling me what to do 
about some of these things and what 
did it get me? Now I am perceived as 



being weak,” a senior adviser quoted 
Carter as saying when he reached the 
veto decision at a luncheon meeting 
in the Cabinet room Wednesday. 

“Tm going to follow my own in- 
stincts now because it’s the right 
thing to do,” the President said, tell- 
ing aides he should have 'done so 
sooner and vetoed several other mea- 
sures he was signed during his tenure 
in office. ' . . 

. The bill covers the next fiscal year 
beginning in October. 

The spy satellite project, described 
as “an extremely important intel- 
ligence program” in a confidential 
-White House memorandum obtained 
by The Times, was one of a long list 
of items Congress has sought to de- 
lete from this year’s defense spending 
plans in order to make' way for a $2 
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